SAFEGUARDS
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HARDLINES NO. 036/08 MAY 2008

Mandatory from 21 July 2008: EU Requires
Warning on Toys Containing Magnets

The EU Commission has adopted a Decision (2008/329/EC) requiring warning labels for magnetic toys.
The Commission uses an emergency procedure to have the requirement in place as soon as possible. The
warning is mandatory from 21 July 2008.

Accidents and incidents

Several incidents and accidents have
been reported where small, strong
magnets have been ingested by
children. When two or more magnets
are swallowed they can attract each
other in the child’s body and cause
intestinal perforation or blockage.
Surgery is needed to remove the
magnets. As a reaction the EU
Commission decided that as a first
step consumers need to be warned
about specific risk related to
magnets in toys.

Warning requirement:

Toys containing or consisting of one
or more loose or detachable magnets
that can be swallowed by children
must carry a warning. A magnet or
magnetic component can be
swallowed when it fits in the small
parts cylinder as specified in
standard EN 71-1. The following
warning or an equivalent easy
understandable wording must be
displayed:

""Warning! This toy contains
magnets or magnetic components.
Magnets sticking together or
becoming attached to a metallic
object inside the human body can
cause serious or fatal injury. Seek
immediate medical help if magnets
are swallowed or inhaled. ";

(for translations in other Member
States languages see below)

The warning label must be on the
packaging or must be otherwise
attached to the toy in a clearly
visible and legible manner at the
point of purchase.

The full text of the decision can be
found at:

The requirement applies for toys
placed or made available on the EU
market. This means that it applies
to toys already in stock as well as

for toys to be imported after 21 of

July 2008.

The warning is a temporary
solution to bridge the gap until the
CEN (European Standardisation
Committee) accepts a revision of
the safety standard EN 71-1

including magnetic toys. A revised
standard is expected end of 2008.
Proposals for revision are under
discussion. The current proposal sets
requirements for the size and
strength of magnets and requires
warnings only in some exceptional
cases.
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The warning must appear in the
official languages of the Member
State in which the product is placed
on the market. See below translation
in the different languages:

Bulgarian

"BHumaHue! Tasn getcka urpayka
cbAbpXKa MarHUTU NN MarHUTHK
yacTu. MNpunenBaHeTo Ha MarHNTK
€[VH KbM ApYr Unu KbM MeTaneH
npeameT B YOBELLKOTO TAMO MOXe Aa
NPUYNHU CEPUO3HO HapaHsBaHe Unn
HapaHsiBaHe ¢ dpaTanHu nocneanum.
HesabaBHO noTbpceTe MegMUUHCKa
nomoLL, Npy NOrfbLaHe Unu
BOWLUBAHE HA MarHuTun";

Spanish

"Atencién: Este juguete contiene
imanes o componentes magnéticos.
La unién de los imanes entre si 0 a
un objeto metalico dentro del cuerpo
humano puede provocar lesiones
graves o mortales. Si se han tragado
o inhalado los imanes, busque
atencion médica inmediata.";

Czech

"Pozor! Tato hracka obsahuje
magnety nebo magnetické ¢asti.
Magnety pfitahujici se k sobé
navzajem nebo ke kovovému
pfedmétu uvnitf lidského téla mohou
zpUsobit vazné nebo smrtelné
zranéni. V pfipadé spolknuti i
vdechnuti magnet( vyhledejte
okamzitou Iékarskou pomoc.";

Danish

"Advarsel! Dette legetgj indeholder
magneter eller magnetiske dele.
Magneter, der haenger sammen eller
feestner sig til en metalgenstand inde
i den menneskelige krop, kan
forérsage alvorlig eller dedbringende
skade. Sgg gjeblikkelig leegehjzelp,
hvis magneter sluges eller kommer i
luftvejene."”
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German

"Warnung! Dieses Spielzeug enthalt Magnete oder magnetische Bestandteile.
Magnete, die im menschlichen Kérper einander oder einen metallischen
Gegenstand anziehen, konnen schwere oder tddliche Verletzungen
verursachen. Ziehen Sie sofort einen Arzt zu Rate, wenn Magnete verschluckt
oder eingeatmet wurden."

Estonian

"Ettevaatust! See manguasi sisaldab magneteid v6i magnetosi. Vastastikku voi
metalleseme kiilge tdmbuvad magnetid voivad inimkehas pdhjustada tosiseid
vOi surmavaid vigastusi. Magnetite allaneelamisel v6i nende sattumisel
hingamisteedesse pdorduge koheselt arsti poole.";

Greek

"Mpoooyn! To TTaixvidl auTtd TTEPIEXEI HAYVATEG R JayvnTIKG e€apThpaTa. Oi
MayvATeG, av TTPOTKOAANBoUV peTall Toug f pe HETOAAIKO QVTIKEIUEVO PECA OTO
avBpWITIVO CWHA, ITTOPOUV va TTPOKAAéoouUV oofapd ) Bavatn@oépo TPAUPATIGHO.
2 TTEPITITWON KATATIOONG A EIC0TTVONG HAYVNTWY, TTPETTEI VA {NTACETE AUECWG
1aTpIKn BoriBeial™

English

"Warning! This toy contains magnets or magnetic components. Magnets
sticking together or becoming attached to a metallic object inside the human
body can cause serious or fatal injury. Seek immediate medical help if magnets
are swallowed or inhaled."”;

French

"Attention! Ce jouet contient des aimants ou des composants magnétiques.
Des aimants collés les uns aux autres ou a un objet métallique a l'intérieur du
corps humain peuvent entrainer des Iésions graves ou mortelles. En cas
d’ingestion ou d’inhalation d’aimants, demandez immédiatement une
assistance médicale.";

Italian

"Avvertenza! Questo oggetto contiene magneti o componenti magnetici. Un
magnete che si attacca a un altro magnete o a un oggetto metallico all’interno
del corpo umano pud provocare lesioni gravi o mortali. In caso di ingestione o
inalazione di magneti, richiedere immediatamente assistenza medica.";

Latvian

"Bridinajums! Rotallieta satur magnétus vai magnétiskas detalas. Magnéti, kas
cilveka kerment savstarpéji pievelkas vai savienojas ar metalisku priekSmetu,
var izraistt nopietnu vai navéjosu ievainojumu. Ja magnéti tiek nortti vai
ieelpoti, nekavéjoties meklgjiet medicinisko palidzibu.";
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Lithuanian

spéjimas! Siame Zaisle yra magnety
ar magnetiniy sudedamuyjy daliy. |
zmogaus king pateke magnetai
pritraukia vienas kita arba
prisitvirtina prie metalinio daikto,
todél gali sukelti sunkius ar mirtinus
suzalojimus. Prarijus magnetus arba
magnetams patekus | kvépavimo
takus, nedelsiant kreipkités
medicininés pagalbos.”;

Hungarian

"Figyelem! Ez a j4ték méagnest vagy
magneses alkatrészt tartalmaz. Az
emberi test belsejében az
egymashoz vagy mas fémtargyhoz
tapad6 magnesek sullyos vagy
halélos sérllést okozhatnak.
Azonnal kérjen orvosi segitséget a
magnes lenyelése vagy belélegzése
esetén!";

Maltese

Avviz! Dan il-gugarell jinkludi
kalamiti u komponenti manjetici.
Kalamiti mwahhlin flimkien jew li
jehlu ma’ oggett metalliku fil-gisem
uman jistghu jikkawzaw incidenti
serji jew fatali. Jekk il-kalamiti
jinbelghu jew jittiehdu min-nifs itlob
ghajnuna medika minnufih.";

Dutch

"Opgelet! Dit speelgoed bevat
magneten of magnetische
onderdelen. Magneten die in het
menselijk lichaam aan elkaar of aan
een metalen voorwerp hechten,
kunnen een ernstig of dodelijk letsel
veroorzaken. Raadpleeg onmiddellijk
een arts indien magneten worden
ingeslikt of ingeademd.";
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Polish

"Uwaga! Zabawka zawiera magnesy lub czg$ci magnetyczne. Magnesy
przyciagnigte do siebie lub przywierajace do przedmiotu metalowego w
organizmie cztowieka moga by¢ przyczyna powaznych, a nawet $miertelnych
obrazen. W przypadku potknigcia magneséw lub wprowadzenia ich do drég
oddechowych nalezy natychmiast zwrécié sie o pomoc lekarska.";
Romanian

"Atentie! Aceasta jucarie contine magneti sau componente magnetice.
Magnetii care se lipesc unul de celdlalt sau se ataseaza de un obiect metalic
in interiorul corpului uman pot provoca accidente grave sau mortale. Cereti
imediat asistentd medicald in cazul in care magnetii sunt inghititi sau
inhalati.";

Slovak

"Pozor! Tato hratka obsahuje magnety alebo magnetické suciastky.
Magnety, ktoré drzia spolu alebo ktoré sa pripoja ku kovovému predmetu
vnutri ludského tela, mézu spdsobit vazne alebo smrtelné zranenie. V
pripade prehltnutia alebo vdychnutia magnetov okamzite vyhladajte lekarsku
pomoc.";

Slovenian

"Opozorilo! Ta igraca vsebuje magnete ali magnetne sestavne dele. Magneti,
ki se zdruzijo ali pripnejo na kovinski predmet v notranjosti ¢loveSkega telesa,
lahko povzrodijo resno ali smrtno poskodbo. Ce ste pogoltnili ali vdihnili
magnete, takoj poiscite zdravnisko pomo¢.";

Finnish

"Varoitus! Tama lelu sisdltdd magneetteja tai magneettiosia. Ihmiskehossa
toisiinsa tarttuvat tai metalliesineeseen kiinnittyvat magneetit voivat johtaa
vakaviin vammoihin tai hengenvaaraan. Hakeudu valittdmasti laékariin, jos
magneetteja on nielty tai niitd on joutunut hengitysteihin.";

Swedish

"Varning! Denna leksak innehaller magneter eller magnetiska delar. Magneter
som fastnar vid varandra eller vid ett metallféremal inuti kroppen kan orsaka
allvarliga skador och dédsfall. Uppsdk omedelbart ldkare om n&gon har svalt
eller andats in magneter."

SGS can offer a wide range of services for magnetic toys, such as ASTM
F963-07 magnet testing, magnetic flux measurements, design feasibility
review, test-to-failure and use/reliability testing.

SGS is also highly involved in leading the CEN task group on hazardous
magnets in toys.

Please contact us if you need further information.
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